
month later, and started her e-mail appeals in
January 2008. 

“There weren’t really any difficulties but it
was hard packaging all of the tens of thousands
of books,” says Lurie, adding that she never
despaired. “My family supported me a lot in
this effort. My mom helped me with e-mailing
people, and setting up the shipping dates for
the books and their packaging. My grandmoth-
er donated tons of dictionaries and the rest of
my family gave many books for the library.” 

With a tremendous response from her
friends and well-wishers, Lurie was able to
collect books on a wide range of subjects.
Disney Books and Scholastic Publishers
pitched in, too. 

Lurie visited India for the library’s opening.
“This was my first visit to India,” she says.
“The people are so kind. I talked to all the kids
but they did not always know what I was say-
ing. They told me their names and how old they
were and what grade they were in.”

Lurie and her mother got to know of Global
Literacy Project’s work in 2006 when they
heard how sophomore Christina Vanech, her
family and peers at the Pingry School in New
Jersey worked with the organization and other
schools in the area to collect and ship thou-
sands of books to disadvantaged students in
Johannesburg, South Africa. “Literacy stimu-
lates development and creates new opportu-
nities for advancement,” says Ramsamy. 

The Global Literacy Project was started in
the 1990s by a group of young people from
different countries who were all students at
Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey.
It has shipped more than a million books and
established libraries in East Africa, Ghana,
Nigeria, Tobago and South Africa. 

“It is imperative for children and young
people to do community service projects,
especially when they are as lucky as Milena,
to be born having choices,” says her mother,
Christina Weiss Lurie. “There are a million
worthwhile projects out there. It ultimately
depends on what excites the young person’s
imagination.”

Milena Lurie loves books herself. “My
favorite books are To Kill a Mockingbird, Jane
Eyre and Pride and Prejudice,” she says. She
would like to tell young people who are not
literate yet “to start with picture books and
make your way to books that have words. It is
a real gift being able to read.”

Vaidehi Iyer is a journalist and editor
based in Chennai.
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By DALE EDWARD GOUGH



I
f you are a student preparing to apply for admission to col-
leges and universities in the United States, it is important for
you to understand the procedures most U.S. institutions will
follow in deciding whether to admit you to their program of
study.

In other countries, it is usually the ministry of education, or
some similar body, that determines the general eligibility of
applicants coming from outside their own educational system.
In the United States, each college or university is free to set its
own standard for admission and establish its own criteria to
determine if a student’s academic qualifications meet that
admission standard.

The higher the standard, the more selective the college and
the harder it is to gain admission. U.S. schools are generally
classified as: 1) highly selective; 2) selective; 3) somewhat
selective; and 4) open admission (institutions able to admit
students regardless of their previous academic performance).

Your previous study records, therefore, may meet the stan-
dards at some institutions but not at others.

It is the responsibility of the college or university to review
your educational background to determine if you meet the
standard required for admission.

Many institutions will have their own staff evaluate or assess
your previous study. Other schools might require you to send
your academic records to an agency that specializes in provid-
ing evaluations of a non-U.S. education. Sometimes an institu-
tion will specify a particular agency, or provide you with a list
of several agencies from which you can choose. Despite
assessing your previous education and providing the institution
with their evaluation, these agencies do not make the decision
whether or not to admit you. Only the college or university to
which you have applied will make the admission decision.

Pay close attention to the instructions on each admission
application you submit. If you apply to more than one institu-
tion you will probably be required to follow different instruc-
tions for each. Do not assume that one institution’s require-
ments are the same as another.

You will need to have an official or attested copy of all of
your previous academic records (often referred to in application
materials as a “transcript”) sent to the institution to which you
apply, and to the agency that will review your education.
“Official records” mean that the school where you studied must
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Left top: Paula Nirschel, founder of The Initiative to Educate Afghan
Women, follows participants Florence Nabiyar and Arezo Kohistani
at Roger Williams University in Rhode Island. The Afghan women
received scholarships to study at American universities.
Left center: A representative of the Hawai‘i Pacific University
interacts with students at a U.S. university fair in New Delhi.
Left: Amita Sharma, an educational adviser with USIEF, provides
information about studying in the United States to visitors at a 
university fair in New Delhi. 

IInnddiiaann  ssttuuddeennttss  iinntteerreesstteedd  iinn  rreecceeiivviinngg  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  
aaddvviiccee  ccaann  lloogg  oonn  ttoo  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess-IInnddiiaa  
EEdduuccaattiioonnaall  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  ((UUSSIIEEFF))  aatt
http://www.fulbright-IIndia.org/ or visit 
www.namastestudyusa.com
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send a copy of your academic record
directly to the institution to which you
apply and/or to the evaluating agency. You,
as the applicant, should not mail these
records to the institution yourself because
then the records might not be considered
“official.”

Academic records not in English will
need to be translated. Colleges and evalu-
ating agencies will need to have the record
in both the original language and the
translation.

You will need to pay particular atten-
tion to the instructions regarding transla-
tion. You might need to have an official
translation, or one by an authorized or
licensed translator. Yet, some institutions
and agencies might allow you to do the
translation yourself, if you are sufficiently
proficient in English.

External examinations are an important
part of the process for U.S. institutions to
decide whether to admit you to their pro-
grams. If you have been educated in a sys-
tem that uses external national examina-
tions such as Class 12 board examinations
in India, the Baccalaureate from France, or
Ordinary and/or Advanced level examina-
tions from the United Kingdom, you will
need to send copies of the results of these
examinations.

If you are applying as a first-year student
at the undergraduate level (for a Bachelor’s
degree) you may also need to take certain
standardized assessment tests usually
required of U.S. applicants, too, such as the
SAT or ACT. Schools will instruct you as to
which tests to take and how to make
arrangements for testing.

Those applying as graduate students
(for the Master’s degree or PhD) might be
required to take the Graduate Record
Examination (GRE), or the Graduate
Management Admissions Test (GMAT) if
applying for an MBA. The institutions to
which you apply will tell you which stan-
dardized tests are required for their graduate
applicants and how to make arrangements
for testing.

If English is not your native language,

both undergraduate and graduate appli-
cants are required to present the results of
an English proficiency test, such as the
Test of English as a Foreign Language
(TOEFL). Some universities may waive
the TOEFL for Indian students who have
studied in English medium schools and
have good scores in the Writing section of
SAT. Graduate applicants who seek a
teaching assistantship may also be
required to take the Test of Spoken English
as evidence of their ability to teach in
English.

If you need an F-1 or M-1 (student)
visa, or a J-1 (exchange visitor) visa, you
will need to present evidence that you
have adequate financial support for the
entire period of your anticipated study.
Most U.S. colleges and universities will
ask you to complete a form regarding your
financial backing for your studies, or will
tell you what documentation is required.
You will usually have to complete a form
outlining the sources of your financial sup-

port as well as provide verification for it. 
Deadlines are extremely important!

Many U.S. colleges and universities
receive hundreds or even thousands of
applications from international students
each year. In order to be considered for
admission for the term you desire, you
will need to have all materials received by
the indicated deadlines.

It is highly recommended that you visit
an EducationUSA Advising Center if there
is one close to you. The EducationUSA
offices have staff that can provide you
with information about applying to U.S.
colleges and universities. They also have
information about specific institutions and
can assist you in your search for a school
in the United States. 

If you have any questions about your
application process or what you need to
provide, contact the institutions in which
you are interested for clarification or
assistance.

Dale Edward Gough is the head of interna-
tional education services of the American
Association of Collegiate Registrars and
Admissions Officers. 

Nicole Buenavantura prepares for her Greek
civilization class at New Mexico State
University.
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For more information:

International students in the United States

http://opendoors.iienetwork.org/?p=113743

Online resources for education information
http://www.america.gov/st/educ-english/2008/January/
20080110172400eaifas0.7198755.html


